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Maximising the Product – Part A

Summary

Task

Ensure that students understand 

What to Watch For

•

•

•

Questions to Ask

• What happened when you made a horizontal line?How many new points appeared on 
each vertical line? How many new points in total appeared? Is there another horizontal 
line with the same number of points? 

• Do you notice anything about the three-ples? 

• When you increased this factor (point to the horizontal lines) to maximise the product, 

what was happening that caused the product to increase more?

Extending Student Learning

• Place as many fingers as you 

want on one side of the screen. Your partner will place as many fingers as they want on 

the other side of the screen. Which factor should you increase by one to maximise the 

product? 

• Place two fingers along the side and three 

along the bottom to produce six. Your partner can put two more fingers on the screen. 

Where should they be placed to maximise the product? Where should they be placed 

to minimise the product?

•

Assessment

        A Square Number


